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The listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1, 1.6 and 26 as follows. 

X. (Currently Amended) A vehicular rearview mirror system suitable for use in a vehicle 
having a vehicle control, said vehicle control generating an output having a particular 
protocol representing a state of said output, said vehicular rearview mirror system 
comprising: 

a variable reflective element, said variable reflective element assuming a partial 
reflectance level in response to a drive signal; 

a mirror control, said mirror control responsive to the output of the vehicle control for 
generating at least one mirror control output, said at least one mirror control output including 
a value for said drive signal; 

said mirror control determining a protocol of said output of said vehicle control 
including monitoring said output of said vehicle control and attempting to conclude a state of 
said output of said vehicle control : and 

said mirror control determinin g the protocol of said output at least in part bv 
maintaining a running parameter, 

2. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 1 wherein said output of said 
vehicle control comprises at least one chosen from geaT status information, engine 
information, alarm information and door status information. 

3. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 2 wherein said output of said 
vehicle control comprises gear status information. 
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4. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 3 wherein said mirror control 
attempts to conclude a state of said output of the vehicle control being whether the vehicle is 
in reverse gear or the vehicle is not in reverse gear, 

5. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 2 wheTein said output of said 
vehicle control comprises door status information. 

6. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 5 wherein said mirror control 
attempts to conclude a state of said output of the vehicle control being whether vehicle doors 
arc closed or a vehicle door is not closed. 

7. (Original) The vehicular rearview mirror system of claim 6 further including a lighting 
assembly, wherein said at least one mirror control output controls said lighting assembly. 

8. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 7 wherein said variable reflective 
element comprises an interior variable reflective element and wherein said lighting assembly 
is associated with a housing for said interior variable reflective element. 

9. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 7 wherein said variable reflective 
element comprises an exterior variable reflective element and wherein said lighting assembly 
is associated with a housing for said exterior variable reflective element. 

10. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 1 wherein said variable reflective 
element comprises an electro-optic element. 

1 1 . (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 10 wherein said eleclro-optic 
element comprises an electrochromic element. 
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12. (Original) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system of claim 1 wherein said mirror control 
comprises a microcomputer having software and wherein said microcomputer determines said 
protocol by software processing. 

13. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 12 wherein said microcomputer 
monitors said output of said vehicle control upon starting of the vehicle. 

14. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 12 wheiein said microcomputer 

4 

monitors said output of said vehicle control upon running of the vehicle. 

15. (Original) The vehicle rearview mirror system of claim 1 including at least one light 
sensor, wherein said mirror control establishes a value for said drive signal in response to an 
output of said at least one light sensor. 

16. (Currently Amended) A vehicle rearview mirror system for use with a vehicle having a 
reverse gear and a reverse-gear indication, said reverse-gear indication having a particular 
protocol, said mirror system, comprising; 

an electro-optic reflective element; 

a controller, said controller establishing a reflectance level of said reflective clement 
including establishing a particular reflectance level of said reflective element in response to 
the reverse-gear indication indicating that the vehicle is in reverse gear; and 

said controller determining the protocol of said reverse-gear indication, said 
determining said protocol including monitoring the reverse-gear indication and attempting to 
conclude at least one chosen from (i) the vehicle being in reverse gear and (ii) the vehicle not 
being in reverse gear^and 



said controller determining the protocol of said reverse- pear indication at least in part 
by maintaining a running parameter . 



PAGE 10/16 * RCVD AT 8/212005 2:54:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:6169755505 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-54 



PUG-02-2005 14:58 FROM 



6169755505 



TO : USPTO 



P. 11^16 



Serial No. : 10/605,887 
Applicants : Rodney X. Blank et al. 

: Response Filed 8/02/05 
Page : 5 

17. (Original) The rearview mirroT system of claim 1 6 wherein said controller comprises a 
microcomputer having software and wherein said microcomputer determines said protocol by 
software processing. 

18. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 17 wherein said microcomputer 
determines said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication upon 
starling of lhe vehicle. 

19. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 18 wherein said microcomputer 
determines said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication during 
running of the vehicle. 

20. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 17 wherein said microcomputer 
determines said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication during 
running of the vehicle. 

21. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 16 wherein said controller determines 
said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication upon starting of the 
vehicle. 

22. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 21 wherein said controller determines 
said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication during running of the 
vehicle. 

23. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 16 wherein said controller determines 
said protocol at least in part by monitoring said reverse-gear indication during running of the 
vehicle. 
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24. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 16 including at least one light sensor, 
wherein said controller determines said reflectance level in response to an output of said at 
least one light sensor. 

25. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 16 wherein said elcciro-optic reflective 
element comprises an elecrxochromic reflective element. 

26 ♦ (Currently Amended) Th e r e arv i ew mirror system of claim l- ft A vehicle rearview mirror 
system for use with a vehicle having a reverse gear and a revers e-gear indi cation ..said 
r everse-gear indication haying a particular protocol, said mirror_systen u comprising; 
an electro-optiq ret1ecti\e,element; 

a c ontroller, said controller establishing a reflectance level of said reflective element 
including establishing a particular rcjlcclance level of said reflective element in response to 
the reverse-gear indication indicating that the vehicle is in reverse year; and 

said controller determminp^the protocol of said reverse- gear indication, said 
determining said protocol including monitoring the_ reverse-gear indication and attempting to 
conclude at least one chosen from (i) the vehicle being in r everse gear and (ii) t h e vehicle not 
being in reverse gear: and 

wherein said controller determines said protocol at least in part by maintaining a 
rcvcrsc-inhibil-running parameter and determining when said reverse- inhibit-running 
parameter is at or above a particular high value or is at or below a particular low value. 

27. (Original)- The rearview mirror system of claim 26 wherein said controller determines 
said protocol at least in part by maintaining a reverse-inhibit-ignirion-cycle parameter and 
determining when said rcvcrsc-inhibit-ignition-cycle parameter is at or above a particular high 
value or is at or below a particular low value. 

28. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 27 wherein said controller increments 
said reverse-inhtbit-ignilion-cycle parameter when said reverse-in hi bit-running parameter is 
at or above said particular high value and decrements said re vcrse-inhibil-igni lion-cycle 
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parameter when said reverse-inhibit-running parameter is at or below said particular low 
value. 

29. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 28 wherein said controller increments 
and decrements said reverse-inhibit-ignitton-cycle parameter a limited number of times 
during an ignition cycle. 



30. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 28 wherein said controller comprises a 
microcomputer. 

31. (Original) The rearview mirror system of claim 30 wherein said microcomputer 
determines said reflectance level of said reflective element. 
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